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Matthew 8:5-13 
When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him and saying, 
‘Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.’ And he said to him, ‘I 
will come and cure him.’ The centurion answered, ‘Lord, I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof; but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also 
am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, “Go”, and he goes, 
and to another, “Come”, and he comes, and to my slave, “Do this”, and the slave does 
it.’ When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who followed him, ‘Truly I 
tell you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east 
and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 
while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ And to the centurion Jesus said, ‘Go; let it be done for 
you according to your faith.’ And the servant was healed in that hour. 
 

*     *     *     *     *     *     * 
 
The Roman soldier is an odd picture to see on the wall in the house of our faith (We 
don’t talk about Bruno kind of odd). The man is a Gentile, in the first place, which means 
a non-Jew. In the second place he is a military officer (to note this is the military that is 
oppressing the Jewish people, not the military that is fighting for their rights and values). 
My commentary notes that we don’t know whether this man was a theist, let alone a 
monotheist. And yet Jesus, says that it is this man who is a model of faith, “Truly I tell 
you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith.” (And that would include all his disciples 
who would meet that criteria).  
 
The first lesson we might learn from this religious other, whom Jesus portrayed as a 
model of faith, is that the Roman soldier was a man who was compelled by compassion. 
Note that the Roman solider took time to travel to Jesus because someone he cared for 
was ailing. He didn’t come for his own enlightenment. He didn’t come to be mentally 
stimulated with interesting conversation. He didn’t make his way to Jesus with a desire 
for practical tips on living. He didn’t come for the coffee or the donuts, or the bread that 
was magically multiplied at Jesus gatherings, he did come to Jesus for the relationships 
cultivated (not that any one of these is necessarily a bad reason to come to Jesus). But 
according to Jesus, this model of faith came to him because the Roman solider had a 
loved one who was ailing. He was compelled by compassion. 



 

And so, a question we might ask is: as people of faith, what is compelling us to seek out 
Jesus? How are we compelled by compassion, as people of faith? Who are we asking 
God to comfort or console, making the journey so we can meet God and take back a 
blessing on their behalf. Note this man, this picture of faith, did not simply throw up a 
prayer in his bed as he was falling asleep. I imagine he had tried fixes that had served 
him well in his past that didn’t work. And then, he made a point to seek out a holy man 
of a different religion in hopes that he could bring back a blessing for someone he loved. 
How is compassion compelling us to discover what can heal the ones we know to be 
ailing? 
 
A second lesson that we might take from this Roman solider is how he interacted with 
Jesus. Even though he was not a follower of Jesus, like the Disciples, note how the 
Roman solider recognized that Jesus was someone with power and authority. The 
Roman solider calls Jesus, “Lord” not the way we sing it or declare it. The Roman 
solider called Jesus “Lord” as a way of greeting someone with respect. And then the 
Roman solider went ahead and said that he wasn’t worthy to have Jesus in his own 
house. The man recognized Jesus as someone who was connected with God in such a 
way that Jesus had authority and power over matters that mattered to him.  
  
One thing that I find interesting about the Muslim faith is that they consider Jesus to be 
a prophet in their faith, in a similar way that we consider Elijah or Jeremiah or Moses or 
Abraham to be prophetic in our own Christian faith. To be clear, Mohammad is the “seal 
of the prophets” for the adherents of Islam, but Jesus is a prophet. And so, most 
Muslims have a place of reverence for the person of Jesus. Did you know that? 
  
This Roman Solider from another religion revered Jesus, even if he didn’t confess him 
as his personal Lord and Savior. This man in command of many, interacted with Jesus 
as a person of authority and power. He didn’t place himself as an equal to Jesus. He 
didn’t demand Jesus’ attention. He didn’t read an article about COVID and then declare 
himself a medical expert, in other words, or watch a YouTube video about how to fix a 
light and consider himself an electrician.   
 
As people of faith, how are we interacting with God? Do we image that the world would 
be better off if we were the ones who ran it? When we approach God is it to assist God 
or ask for assistance? Do you address God with reverence and respect or are we 
demanding, insistent, of what we know we need? Do we interact with reverence, as the 
Roman solider did?  
 
The last lesson I want to lift up from this military officer, who stood as an oppressive 
force to the God he worshipped and whom Jesus called a model of faith, was that the 



 

Roman solider received and harnessed the power of God to share with one in need. 
Remember that this Roman officer stood as an oppressive force to the Jewish people. 
 
It can be hard enough to seek a gift from a loved one, let alone one whom we have 
injured or harmed. We would rather just avoid those people, wouldn’t we? But then to 
harness the power of that gift for the good of one we love seems to almost add insult 
our own injured pride, doesn’t it?  
 
This Roman solider shows us that we are not simply called to harness the power of 
God, but how we can model the faith which Jesus uplifted. It is no wonder in the Bible 
that the Apostle Paul says of Jesus that “(Jesus) who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped” (Philippians 2:6). Jesus not 
only didn’t uplift himself; he took the power of God and imbued it in others, “Go now and 
make Disciples!!!” “Go and heal folks!” “Go and be light!” “Go and be salt!”  
 
And so, this Roman solider does likewise, with an added wrinkle of being someone who 
would receive a gift not as a son (or the Son of God) but as an oppressor to the people 
of God. My goodness. 
 
And so, a question we might ask ourselves is: how are we open to receiving gifts from 
people whom we may have harmed or injured in order to harness the power of God for 
someone else?  
 
I wish I knew more about the pictures on the wall around here. I have little doubt that the 
picture of the Harrison’s (in the Youth Room) and the Hutson’s (in the Hutson Chapel) 
were pictures of faith. We have plenty of folks today who not only deserve a place on a 
plaque, like the plaques we have for our Deacon Emeritus and Elder Emeritus, but how 
detail what it means to be people of faith. But somewhere on a wall in this house of 
worship a place should be designated to uplift those whom may seem odd to uplift 
because at one time they may have been seen as outsiders or even enemies to the 
church. Such was the case with the Roman solider, that picture of faith for Jesus. 
 
 Amen? Amen.  
 


