
May 2024

We’re Looking For Our

2024 Graduates!

Graduate Recognition

Sunday 

Sunday, May 26 will be
Graduate Recognition Sunday.

If you or a member of your
immediate family has already

graduated this year, or is
preparing to graduate from

High School, trade school, or
finishing a college degree in

2023, please contact the
Church Office as soon as

possible. You can respond by
contacting the church office.  

When you call or email, we will
need the following information:

the graduate’s name, the
school from which they will be

graduating, the date of the
graduation, their major and the

degree being received. This
information must be received

no later than Monday, May 20.

Randy Parker



Time waits for no one, does it? The month of May is just about here: meaning the school year is
concluding, programs are wrapping up, graduations and celebrations of all kinds will be occurring.
Our own Young Disciples are preparing to conclude their program on Pentecost (May 19), when
three of our own will be baptized into the Christian faith. 

This month, in consecutive weeks during worship, we will witness our Young Disciples stand up with
their mentors and families to make an affirmation of faith. And then, after they make their affirmation
of faith, we will witness them be baptized into the faith. 

Do you remember your own baptism? What is your baptism’s significance to you? Martin Luther
called on the faithful to “remember their baptism” because of its significance for our lives, both now
and eternally. Do you recall your affirmation of faith? When is the last time you renewed it (privately
or publically)? 

Perhaps in this month of May we might take a deep breath with our Young Disciples and pause just
long enough to make their affirmation, our own re-affirmation, to make their baptism, a chance to
reflect on our own baptism. Perhaps before May is gone, just like every month before it, we might
slow down and reflect on how our life continues to change because of how we have committed to
God and bound ourselves to for God’s sake. 

Blink and you might miss it all. But close your eyes in prayer and maybe it will all rush in before you
again allowing you to see everything with renewed vision. 

Blessings,
Rev. Joshua A. Sawyer

A Becoming Word...

Attention UNO Students!!
The Wilson Scholarship Is Now Open For Applications

Because of the generosity of Don and Marge Wilson and their family, a scholarship is available to Active
Members of the church who are undergraduate or graduate students at the University of Nebraska-

Omaha.

The deadline for the application is June 1, 2024.

To obtain the Scholarship Application Form and review the Eligibility Requirements please contact the
Church Office at fccomaha@firstchristian-omaha.org or by calling 402-558-1939.

mailto:fccomaha@firstchristian-omaha.org


Temple Israel visit at 6:00 p.m.
with mentors April 26. Family

members invited. Meet at
Temple by 5:45 p.m.

Final class April 28th at 8:50
covering What is the Church

Universal? Who are the Disciples
of Christ? And What Do I

Believe?

May 12
Affirmation of Faith

May 19
Baptism

FCC WILL SCHLARSHIP HALF THE TUITION-
PLEASE CONTACT BARB TENTINGER AT

BLTENTINGER@GMAIL.COM

YOUTH ENRICHMENT
YOUNG DISCIPLES

To all our wonderful Joy Street kiddos and parents,
just a quick update! Our last Joy Street before the
summer break will be Sunday, May 26. We will be
finishing this quarter with the Bible stories about
“Sharing” and in May, our theme is “Love”. Our
stories will be about “Peter and Tabitha”,“The
Growing Church”, “Pentecost” (with a birthday

celebration for the church), and “Love in Action”. 
    We pray for all our children to have a fun and
safe summer vacation. We will miss you on Joy
Street but hope to see you on Sundays during

Worship. Joy Street lessons will resume in
September. 

Bless you all ❤! 
Ms. Jo, Ms. Sue, and Ms. Marcia

JOY STREET NEWS!



AT HOME SUNDAY SCHOOL: FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT- WEEK 9

ADULT ENRICHMENT
Galatians 5:22-23 – Patience Cont. 
 

It’s one of the world’s rarest flowers – so rare that it was seen in bloom only about twenty times in
the United States in the last century. Its scarcity isn’t the only thing that has made as many as
76,000 people line up for a look at it.  

The titan arum is also the world’s largest bloom. Just the bloom can measure eight feet tall and four
feet across. The plant, which is native to Indonesia, must be tended patiently and exactingly for
weeks or months before the grower is rewarded with a bloom. The plant blooms only a few times in
its forty-year life span and the bloom only lasts about seventy-two hours before it collapses on itself
due to its tremendous weight. 

But what makes this rare flower worth the wait isn’t its size either, but rather its scent. Scent may be
too polite a word. The flower is also known as the corpse flower. Its scent has been described as a
nauseating rotten-flesh, or ripe manure smell. In fact, in one nursery in Michigan, the plant had to be
moved outside when it was in full bloom, and even so, people reported that the smell “would take
your breath away” if you were twenty yards downwind of it. 

What makes the story of the corpses flower a story about patience? 
Is this flower worth the wait? Why or why not? 
What parallels can you make from this story to times in your life when you’ve had to be patient? 

Jot down your thoughts about patience as you read these passages:  
Proverbs 14:29, 15:18, 19:11, 25:15 
Romans 12:12, 1 Corinthians 13:4, Ephesians 4:2, 2 Timothy 4:2 
Why is patience a particularly important virtue for Christians?  
How should we exhibit patience in our lives? 
What good does being patient bring about? 
How would your life be different if you exhibited more patience?  
How would having more patience affect your walk with God? Your relationship with others? 
How does the Holy Spirit grow patience in our lives?  
What is our role in that process? 



ADULT ENRICHMENT

Library News
For the month of May I would like to highlight an author from the Fiction section

of the Church library.  We have a number of books from the Christian author,
Karen Kingsbury available to check out.

They include: Leaving, Learning, Longing and Loving, just to name a few. 
Please see me with any questions or suggestions.

Arlan Rolfsen, Church Librarian



Heart Ministry
Being the hands and feet of the church is what we are called to do. When we serve at the

Heart Ministry Center, we are acting on that calling. Our hope is to have a meaningful
interaction with those served by the center as we gather food for their carts and walk the

isles with them. Talking about the other services the center offers is also a way to connect
with them and point them toward help. A Laundry Mat, Doctors Office, Dental Office, and

Mental Health help are all available through the center. If you are feeling like you need to be
better hands and feet of the church, please join the group that goes to the Heart Ministry

Center the last Thursday of each month. We meet in the church parking lot at 9:00am and
carpool to the center to volunteer. The shift ends at 1:00pm. When you join us, you are

doing the work of the church and filling your own spirit at the same time. Upcoming dates
include April 25th, May 30th, and June 27th. See you there! 

OUTREACH



Sunday Worship Schedule 
Sunday School Classes for All Ages……...……...…….9:00 a.m.
In-Person Worship Service…...…….…………………....10:00 a.m.
Worship Service On-Line…………….……..………....…..10:00 a.m.

To access Vimeo Service, go to our website, scroll down to the
bottom of the page and "hit" the blue circle with the white V in

it.
 

Average Attendance For The Month Of April: 85
 

Worship: In-Person-68 Virtual-17 Adult Sunday School-8

Reminders
May Birthdays

Salvador Portillo         3
Melissa Bussell             5
Linda Hotchkiss            5
Meg Blair                      8
Michael Frey                 11
Joshua Sawyer            16
Norm Huber                 21
Hugo Sawyer              23
Mary Anne Karstens  25
Linda Trant                 28
Robert Anderson-Ludrick    29
Faith Rolfsen               31

Church Family News
Church Family:  Darcy Christensen, Barb Goolsby,  Sue
Humphrey, Larry Karstens Patty Squier, Randy Tentinger & for
all of our Shut-Ins
Family & Friends: Family of John Bower, Elizabeth Williamson,
Afghanistan Refugee families: Zawab, Kamela, Swahila,
Nazifulla, Hanifulla, Noorzia, Shazia and Silab Khan; & Redigul,
Nazo, Bilal, Halal, Aisha, Habiba,Hanifa & Fatima Wazirwal. 
Honored Shut-In: Jo MIerendorf

Larger Church Family: Our General Minister and President,
Rev. Teresa Hord Owens, Faith Christian Church, Omaha and

their pastor Rev. Dr. Lisa Sherman

Church Contact Informaton: 
fccomaha@firstchristian-omaha.org

THOSE WHO SERVE

Kathie Wilmot
15314 Holmes Plaza

Omaha NE 68137

Andrew & Amelia Barnett
20623 Pine St

Elkhorn NE 68022

Directory Updates
Connie Keck

19304 Glenn Plz
Apt 1B

Elkhorn NE 68022

http://www.firstchristian-omaha.org/





